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Since 2008, weÕre designers building, conscientiously, for you.

Placetailor is a Design/Build firm committed to design excellence and creating balanced systems. This
commitment has led us to develop projects that not only meet the needs of our clients, but push the
boundaries of design and construction. At Placetailor, we work on one project at a time which allows us to
work in a more personalized and focused manner.

If you think we might prove useful, then please donÕt hesitate to call. We look forward to working with you
soon.
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PRATT HOUSE

Background

The Pratt House project has been a
laboratory for investigating the variety of
ways to make a dwelling more efficient in
its energy consumption and output. The
initial structure was a 160-year old
GunsmithÕs cottage and the goal was to
reclaim as many materials as possible
while creating an air-tight, super-insulating
home.

Specs

:: 750 square feet of treated floor area
:: $150,000 budget
:: R-45 minimum insulation level
throughout.
:: 12-1/4Ó Structural Insulated Panel (SIP)
walls

and roof
:: 3 north windows with movable insulation
:: 3 south windows/doors with moveable
insulation
:: Stucco and burnt pine exterior
:: 1 Lifebreath Heat Recovery Ventilator
(HRV)
:: 1 Stielbel Eltron 21tankless hot water
heater
:: 0 conventional heating systems

Status

The entire 50 sq-ft kitchen is installed and
functioning. The finish coat of stucco has
been put on hold due to the extreme cold
that New England has been experiencing,
but will proceed once things thaw out.

From right to left: Pratt House sketch, Original Pratt House

deconstruction, SIP installation

From right to left: SIP shell (interior view), Exterior insulation and

strapping, Electric instantaneous hot water heater in utility chase

From right to left: 2nd level living space, Kitchen, Exterior finishes
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JP Green House

Background

The JP Green House will be a
demonstration home for Jamaica Plain and
the surrounding neighborhoods. Placetailor
has utilized the concepts that were learned
in the Pratt House project and are now
applying it in a way that is conducive to
educating. Not only will this be a home for
a large family, but It will have a community
center where people can congregate and
learn how to implement more sustainable
strategies and practices into their lives.

Specs

:: 1,300 square feet of treated floor area
:: $167,000 budget
:: R-50 minimum insulation level
throughout.
:: Each level combines cellulose and
recycled polyiso insulation
:: Floors insulted entirely with blown
cellulose
:: 8 windows high efficiency Thermotech
units
:: 11 windows are recycled units, with site
built movable insulation
:: Corrugated poly-carbonate exterior siding
:: 1 Zehnder Comfoair 350 Heat Recovery
Ventilator (HRV)
:: 1 Daikin Altherma air-to-water heat pump
and hot water heater

Status

All structural stabilization and the exterior
envelope enclosure has been completed.
Cellulose insulation is currently being
blown in. Interior finishes are now being
scheduled to begin.

From right to left: Initial sketch of JPGH, Structural stabilization,

Basement column footings

From right to left: Basement slab concrete pour, LVL installation

on 1st level, Installation of super-efficient windows on south face

From right to left:Concrete floor on 1st level, Southern facade

siding, Blown cellulose insulation
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